ON THE BUSES!

With Lothian Buses recently launching more eco- friendly hybrid buses into their flect, we take a nostalgic look at Edinburgh’s iconi

buses of the first half of the 20th century, and admire the magnificent new buses that have just been launched.

he people of Edinburgh and the

Lothians have relied on bus servic-

es, in one form or other - and under
various stewardships - for over a century. In
the late 19th/early 20ch century, public city
transport was provided by private compa-
nies such as the Edinburgh and District
Tramways Company Ltd which operated
horse drawn buses, then cable cars.

With the advent of electric trams Edin-
burgh Corporation Transport (ECT) was
formed in 1919 to operate the city’s tram-
ways. In the 1920s the trams service was
augmented with the introduction of mo-
torised charabanc buses closely followed by
the first open-top, double-decker buses. As
the fleet of buses increased, garaging and
maintenance quickly became an issue and in
1926 ECT buses moved to their new home
at Central Depot on Annandale Street, (a
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1890s Horse Drawn Omnibus in Leopold Place



former Industrial Exhibition hall), which is
still the main depot for Edinburgh's buses as
well as being Lothian Buses” headquarters.

1939 saw the outbreak of the Second World
War and, despite so many men ]eaving to
fight, Edinburgh’s buses and trams were
kept running by dedicated staff, including

many female conductors or ‘clippies’.

During the 1940s and into the 1950s, Ed-
inburgh people would wait patiently at
bus stops for the welcome sight of sturdy
buses like the Guy Arab as they hove into
view — and in 1952 ECT took delivery of
the first of more than 450 Leyland Titan
double-deckers. The modern convenience
of these new buses and their shear number
called into question the need for a parallel

tram system which largely consisted of age-
ing stock. Qver the next 4 years more and
more bus services were added, with roads
being modified in favour of the new double
decker buses and to the detriment of the
trams. For example, the road beneath Slat-
eford Road railway bridge was lowered to
allow a new double-decker bus service from
Eastfield to Juniper Green, with the tram
lines being dug up in the process!

The new bigger fleet of buses required an
additional base of operations and in 1955
the Longstone Depot opened to accommo-
date the increased number of services to the
west side of the city. This in effect sound-
ed the death knell of the Gorgie Depot -
where many buses serving West Edinburgh
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The Last Tram. £

had been stored — with its closure in 1955.

Buses were the public transport option of
choice and tram usage declined rapidly un-
til in 1956 trams in Edinburgh were with-
drawn completely.

Fast forward 50 years or so and in the in-
tervening period, ECT has undergone two
name changes, firstly to Lothian Region
Transport (in 1975) and then to Lothian
Buses (in 2000), remaining in public own-
ership throughout - the major shareholder
being The City of Edinburgh Council.

Today Lothian Buses operates over 70 ser-
vices in Edinburgh and the surrounding ar-
eas of Midlothian and East Lothian, has a
fleet of 650 vehicles and employs over 2000
staff, of whom 1500 are drivers.

Every bus in the fleet now has low-floor,
step-free, easy-access and with an average
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age of just 4.9 years, Lothian Buses has one
of the youngest fleets of buses in the UK.
Additionally, there are over 30 open-top
buses for Edinburgh Bus Tours services and
14 specially branded low floor AIRLINK
vehicles for use on the dedicated Airport
Express service.

In 2011, Lothian buses introduced their first
double decker hybrid bus and in April 2013
a single deck hybrid bus was introduced at a
launch event in Castle Street before taking
to the streets on the Service 1 route from
Clermiston to Easter Road. 'The new buses
are among the first of their kind to be used
in the UK. Built by Volvo, they are powered

Double Decker Hybrid - In service since 2011 S

by electricity and diesel and have a host of
eco friendly features which will save hun-
dreds of tonnes of CO2 emissions and have
a carbon footprint around 40% lower than
a regular diesel bus. Additionally, they all
carry free Wi-Fi.

Welcoming the new buses, lan Craig, Man-
aging Director said: *Our vision is to pro-
vide world class, socially inclusive transport
for Scotland’s capital city. Asacom pany we

" are always looking for ways to offer greener
and more sustainable travel, both for our
passengers and the local environment.
With financial support from the Scottish
Government we are delighted o continue
to add to our existing green fleet’.
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